International Summer School 
ROMA IN THE OTTOMAN AND POST-OTTOMAN WORLD
Urla, Izmir Region (Türkiye), August 16-22, 2026


Day 1 (August 16, Sunday) 
12.00-18.00: Arrival and Check-in 
18.30-20.00: Getting To Know Each Other: Introduction and Practical Information.
20.00-22.00: Welcome Dinner


Day 2 (August 17, Monday)
8.30-09.30: Breakfast 
09.30-10.00: The Official Opening of the Summer School:
10.00-11.00: Session 1. Hanna Abakunova and Stéphane Laederich, Ethnogenesis of Romani People and Their Migration through History. 
11.00-11.15: Coffee Break 
11.15-12.15: Session 2. Stéphane Laederich, Romanes and Its Dialects: Learning Romani Traditions through Paramisi. 
12.15-13.15: Session 3. Hanna Abakunova, Romani Communities and Their Perception among Non-Roma: Stereotypes and Antigypsyism.
13.15-14.15: Lunch
14.15-15.15: Session 4. Hüseyin Oylupınar, Empire and Imperialism: Concept, Terminology and the Case of the Ottomans.
15.15-15.30: Coffee break
15.30-16.30: Session 5. Faika Çelik, Management of Diversity and Difference in the Ottoman Empire: The Case of Roma.
16.30-17.30: Session 6. Ozan Uştuk, The Roma in Contemporary Türkiye: Historical Trajectories and Social Diversity.
18.00-20.00: Guided tour in Urla seashore line (optional)


Day 3. (August 18, Tuesday)
8.30-09.30: Breakfast 
09.30-10.30: Session 7. Ozan Uştuk, The Roma of the İzmir Region: Community, Identity, and Local Context.
10.30-12.45: Session 8. Selim Çalık, the Urla Romani community, Traditional Romani Weaving (workshop).
12.45-14.00: Lunch 
14.00-15.30: Session 9. Discussion in groups and sharing experiences. 
15.30-15.45: Coffee break
15.45-16.45: Session 10. Faika Çelik and Ozan Uştuk, The State of Research on Roma in Türkiye: Socio-economic exclusion, identity, and state policies. 
16.45:17.15: Feedback and discussion.


Day 4 (August 19, Wednesday) 
Izmir Romani Communities visit day and Guided Tour in Izmir
8.30-09.30: Breakfast 
09.30 -10.30: Session 11. Stéphane Laederich, Learning Romanes: Vlax dialect. 
11.00- Departure from the University
11.30-12.30: Visiting Urla Archeological Museum
13.30: Arrival in Izmir 
13.30-14.00: Lunch (lunchboxes will be provided)
14.00-15.30 Meeting with Izmir Romani Community. 
15.30-17.00: Session 12. Discussion in groups and sharing experiences. 
17.00-18.30: Guided Tour in Izmir
18.30: Free time in Izmir


Day 5 (August 20, Thursday)
8.30-09.30: Breakfast 
09.30-10.30: Session 13. Stéphane Laederich, Learning Romanes: Balkan dialect.
10.30-11.30: Session 14. Paola Trevisan, Heading West by Sea: The Migrations of the Balkan Roma during the Ottoman Empire.
11.30-11.45: Coffee Break 
11.45-12.45: Session 15. Elena Marushiakova and Vesselin Popov (TBC), Postimperial Nation States: Ethnic Policies towards Roma in the Balkans. 
12.45-14.00: Lunch 
14.00-15.00: Session 16. Danijel Vojak and Paola Trevisan, Yugoslav War (1991-1994) and Displacement: The Unviable Return of Bosnian Romani Families.
15.00-15.15: Coffee Break
15.15-16.30: Session 17. Feedback, discussion in groups, sharing experiences, and discussion of further research. 
16.30-17.15: Session 18. Research project discussion with the participants 
20.00-22.00: Dinner


Day 6 (August 21, Friday)
8.30-09.30: Breakfast 
09.30-11.00: Session 19. Hanna Abakunova and Hüseyin Oylupınar, Roma in the Crimean Khanate. 
11.00-11.15: Coffee break
11.15-12.45: Session 20. Hanna Abakunova, The Genocide of Roma during World War Two.
12.45-14.00: Lunch 
14.00-15.00: Session 21. Ozan Uştuk, Hanna Abakunova, and Hüseyin Oylupınar, Contemporary Policies towards Roma: EU (cases of Bulgaria, Romania, and Croatia) and Non-EU (cases of Moldova, Ukraine, and Türkiye).
15.00-15.15: Coffee Break
15.15-16.15: Session 23. Yunus Çalık, the Urla Romani community, Traditional Music in Urla Roma Community (workshop).
16.15-17.15: Session 24. Carol Silverman (TBC), Balkan and Romani Music.
19.30-20.30: Guided tour in Urla old town (optional)

Day 7 (August 22, Saturday) 
8.30-09.30: Breakfast 
10.00-12.00: Participants Feedback. Final Discussion and Planning for further Collaboration 
13.00-14.00: Check-out
