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Demografske i društvene odrednice depopulacije Hrvata u Republici Srbiji (2002. – 2022.)

Dosadašnji demografski trendovi i procesi važna su pretpostavka društvenog, ekonomskog, kulturnog i političkog položaja hrvatske manjinske zajednice u Republici Srbiji. Ujedno, aktualna demografska obilježja Hrvata u Republici Srbiji nije moguće razumjeti bez uvida u suvremene društvene i političke procese u srbijanskom društvu, koji su još uvijek bitna determinanta načina i dosegnute razine ostvarivanja manjinskih prava hrvatske zajednice. Polazeći od navedenog ovaj rad ima dva dijela. U prvom dijelu rada, na temelju javno dostupnih podataka popisne i vitalne (demografske) statistike u Republici Srbiji, prikazat će se, analizirati i interpretirati aktualni trendovi u ukupnom, prirodnom i mehaničkom kretanju Hrvata u međupopisnom razdoblju 2002. – 2022. godine, s ciljem vrednovanja predznaka, veličine i strukture njihove demografske i migracijske bilance. Dodatno, demografska bilanca Hrvata u Republici Srbiji u predmetnom razdoblju stavit će se u odnos spram ukupnog i većinskog (srpskog) te drugog manjinskog stanovništva u toj zemlji. U drugom dijelu rada, na temelju relevantne literature i dokumentacije, analizirat će se i prikazati aktualni društveni i politički procesi u Republici Srbiji, naročito one društvene dimenzije koje se odnose na promicanje i ostvarivanje prava manjinskih zajednica u kontekstu predpristupnih pregovora za ulazak Republike Srbije u Europsku uniju. Ukupna depopulacija koja karakterizira hrvatsku manjinsku zajednicu u Republici Srbiji u kontinuitetu od 1961. godine, zabrinjavajuća je determinanta njezine demografske održivosti, a time i unaprjeđenja manjinskog položaja, jer se brojnost vrlo često postavlja kao preduvjet za ostvarivanje statusa, odnosno određenih prava na kolektivnoj, a time i na individualnoj razini.
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Demographic and Social Determinants of the Depopulation of Croats in the Republic of Serbia (2002 – 2022)


The previous demographic trends and processes have become important preconditions for the social, economic, cultural, and political status of the Croatian minority in the Republic of Serbia. At the same time, the current demographic characteristics of Croats in the Republic of Serbia cannot be understood without an insight into the current social and political processes within Serbian society, which are still important determinants of the manner and extent of realized minority rights of the Croatian community. Therefore, the article is divided into two parts. In the first part, based on the publicly available census statistics in the Republic of Serbia, the current trends in the general, natural, and mechanical movement of the Croatian population in the period between the 2002 and 2022 censuses are analyzed and interpreted. The aim is to assess the sign, extent, and structure of demographic and net migration. In addition, the demographic balance of Croats in the Republic of Serbia in this period is compared with the total and majority population (Serbs) and other national minorities in the country. In the second part, based on the reviewed documents and literature, the current social and political processes in the Republic of Serbia are analyzed and highlighted, focusing on one social dimension – the promotion and achieved rights of national minorities during the EU accession process and negotiations in the Republic of Serbia. The general depopulation that has characterized the Croatian minority in the Republic of Serbia since 1961 raises concerns about its demographic sustainability as well as the promotion of its status as a national minority, as the size of the population determines the level of achieved minority rights at the collective level and the status at both the individual and group level.
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