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MEMORIES RESHAPED – FORGOTTEN CROATIAN MEMORIAL HERITAGE 

OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR  

In 2014 and 2018 the whole world marked the centenary of the beginning and end of the First 

World War or, as it is often called, the Great War. These round anniversaries revived the 

memory of tragic events marginalized for decades that killed about forty million soldiers and 

civilians. In this contribution (belonging to two proposed thematic wholes "Monuments and 

sites of trauma" and “Ruins and forgotten places”), the author discusses the culture of memory 

as a dynamic, changing category in different geographical and historical frameworks. In this 

case the author takes into consideration Austria-Hungary as the wider and Croatia as the 

narrower area. This contribution shows how already shaped memories are reshaped by 

historical change. This will be shown by a specific segment of the forgotten Croatian memorial 

heritage – wooden memorial statues and other memorials into which nails are driven primarily 

as a humanitarian means of collecting aid for the war victims of the First World War, but also 

as a form of personal or joint petitioning and expression of gratitude. A special emphasis will 

be placed on the term "silence" as a powerful carrier of meaning, a language of memory that 

shows that some segments of cultural heritage were not welcome either symbolically or 

aesthetically. Rare are the monuments that have survived as the materialization of the memory 

of the past which, due to the change in the political order, no longer represent one of the 

symbolic foundations of the state, becoming marginalized and undesirable in the new historical 

circumstances. 
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