Learning from the Past – Acting for the Future
Teaching about the Holocaust and Human Rights
Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria, July 9-13, 2023

This program is developed in partnership by The Olga Lengyel Institute, the American University in Bulgaria, Shalom Organization and Central Israelite Religious Council of Bulgaria. 

The aim of the program is to contribute to increasing the quality of education regarding the Holocaust and social justice in Bulgaria. The program provides a rich opportunity to integrate national and international approaches in teaching about these topics and in understanding the contemporary relevance of this important part of modern history.

The objectives of the program are to:
· Develop teachers’ awareness of historical and current dialectical discussions concerning the Holocaust and other instances of social injustice;
· Develop teachers’ understanding of the impact of stereotypes, prejudices and discrimination at individual, group and society level;
· Develop teachers’ understanding of the Jewish life before and after the Holocaust;
· Increase appreciation for innovative, student-centered teaching methods, including extra-curricular activities and partnerships between school and other institutions and organizations;
· Promote a blended approach of Holocaust education and Human Rights education;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Develop teachers’ competences for democratic culture.

The methodology of the training is learner centered, based on the principles of experiential learning and a human rights-based approach in education. A variety of methods are used in order to stimulate the engagement of participants, their reflections and a high level of interaction: presentations, analysis, discussions, reflections, group work, videos, visits, guest speakers, survivors’ testimonies, etc. The program comprises a total of 32 academic hours.
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Program
	
	July 9, 2023
	July 10, 2023
	July 11, 2023
	July 12, 2023
	July 13, 2023

	8.00-8.45
	


















Arrival of participants

6.30 PM
Opening reception 

Speeches by guests, presentation of participants and program objectives
	Breakfast
	Breakfast
	Breakfast
	Breakfast

	9.00-10.30
	
	Identity
Stereotypes, prejudices and discrimination – Sonya Krancheva Dragomir Dachev and Oana Nestian-Sandu
	The Holocaust in Europe. The European historiography and the national myths related to the Holocaust
–Radu Ioanid (online)
	Survivor testimony – Assia Raberman – recording

	Majority-minority relations in contemporary societies – Oana Nestian-Sandu


	10.30-11.00
	
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break
	Coffee break

	11.00-12.30
	
	The history of antisemitism –Diego Lucci (AUBG)
	Human rights-based approach in Education – Oana Nestian-Sandu and Oana Bajka (TOLI)
	Roma Genocide – Danijel Vojak

	Teaching about the Holocaust and Social Justice – Approaches and Methods –Dragomir Dachev, Sonya Krancheva and Oana Bajka

	12.30-1.30
	
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch

	1.30-3.00
	
	The history of antisemitism –Diego Lucci cont’d.
	Departure to Sofia

Visit to Sofia Synagogue
Remarks by Andrea Brouillette-Rodriguez, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of U.S.A.
The Jewish community of Bulgaria. Jewish culture and traditions – Maxim Delchev

Dinner 

Return to Blagoevgrad
	Jews in Bulgaria during WWII –Michael Bar-Zohar 


	Action plan – Oana Bajka (TOLI)


	3.00-3.30
	
	Coffee break
	
	Coffee break
	Coffee break

	3.30-5.00
	
	Upstanders / Bystanders
The Righteous - 
Oana Nestian-Sandu (TOLI)
	
	Presentations by former participants
	Action plan cont’d– Oana Bajka (TOLI)

Evaluation and distribution of certificates



	5.00-5.30
	
	Wrap-up of the day
	
	Wrap-up of the day
	

	6.00-7.30
	
	Guided tour of AUBG
	
	Free time
	Farewell dinner

	8.00-
	
	Dinner
	
	Dinner
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Lecturers

Oana Bajka – The Olga Lengyel Institute
Oana Bajka is the Associate Director of European Programs at The Olga Lengyel Institute. She has over 10 years of experience working with teachers, young people and people from minority communities, especially migrants and Roma, in intercultural education and community development projects. She is in charge of the TOLI Mini-grants Program for European teachers, working with several hundred teachers who are graduates of TOLI seminars in Europe and qualify to apply for the annual mini-grant program. She also works as Project Manager at the Intercultural Institute Timisoara.

Michael Bar-Zohar 
Michael Bar-Zohar is a bestselling author and international speaker who received various international awards including Knight of Madara and Doctor Honoris Causa from University of Sofia. One of his books, “Beyond Hitler’s Grasp” – the Heroic Rescue of 50,000 Jews from the Holocaust in World War Two describes the struggle of the Bulgarian people and leaders to prevent the deportation of Bulgaria’s Jews. 

Dragomir Dachev
Dragomir Dachev is a young teacher of History in Foreign Language Profile High School “Professor Dr. Assen Zlatarov” in Veliko Tarnovo. He was awarded as a “Teacher of the year” of Pavlikeni Municipality in 2017. He attended The Olga Lengyel Institute seminars in Blagoevgrad in 2015 and in New York in 2016 and he helps with the organization of the annual seminar in Blagoevgrad ever since.

Sonya Krancheva
Sonya Krancheva is a senior teacher in “Bratia Kanazirevi” secondary school in Razlog. She teaches History and English. She has been working on various projects, lessons and activities connected with the Holocaust and social justice. She attended The Olga Lengyel Institute seminars in Blagoevgrad in 2015 and in New York in 2016. In 2015 she won the “Golden Apple” prize for her pedagogical experience and the workshops led on innovative teaching in class.  

Radu Ioanid 
Radu Ioanid was the director of the International Archival Programs Division at U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C. He has a Ph.D. in philosophy and a Ph.D. in history. He is the author of several books on anti-Semitism and the Holocaust. Since 2020, Radu Ioanid serves as the Ambassador of Romania in Israel.

Diego Lucci – American University in Bulgaria
Diego Lucci is a Professor of Philosophy and History at the American University in Bulgaria and a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. He holds a PhD from the University of Naples “Federico II” and has also taught at Boston University and the University of Missouri St. Louis. He has held research fellowships at various institutions, including, among others, the University of Hamburg and the Institute of Historical Research in London. He has lectured at a number of universities and institutes in Europe, the United States, and Australia. His research focuses on the philosophy and intellectual history of the Age of Enlightenment and on the history of Jewish-Gentile relations. He is the author of three books and over fifty journal articles and book chapters. He is also the co-editor of five volumes. His most recent monograph is John Locke’s Christianity (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021).

Oana Nestian-Sandu – The Olga Lengyel Institute
Oana Nestian-Sandu is the International Program Director of The Olga Lengyel Institute. She has a Ph.D. in social psychology and a vast experience working as a teacher trainer in several European countries and in the United States. She is as an international expert in intercultural education and human rights education, having worked as a trainer and researcher for the Intercultural Institute of Timisoara and as a consultant for the Council of Europe and for the United Nations. Oana developed TOLI’s program in Europe since 2014, conducting trainings for teachers in 8 countries and supporting teachers in implementing local projects with their students. 

Assia Raberman
Assia Raberman was born in Poland in 1928 and spent the years of the war in hiding, with a local Catholic family.  After the war she moved to Israel where she worked in the field of Social work with kids with emotional problems and problems of concentration.  She managed a clinic in a large institution with over 500 children. She has been a part of Israeli delegations to Europe representing Israel in international seminars and lectures on the Holocaust.  Currently retired, she is spending her time helping children and students on a voluntary basis.

Danijel Vojak
Danijel Vojak is a historian, based in Zagreb (Croatia). He obtained his doctorate from the Humanities and Social Sciences Faculty of the University of Zagreb. Since May 2015 he has led the project “Suffering of Roma in the Independent Croatian State during the Second World War”, realized by the Ivo Pilar Institute of Social Sciences together with the Roma National Council. Furthermore, he authored numerous articles about the situation of the Roma population during the Second World War in Croatia. One important publication is the study U predvečerje rata: Romi u Hrvatskoj 1918−1941 (On the Eve of the War: Roma in Croatia 1918−1941), which he published in 2013.
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