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SUMMARY
GENESIS OF THE CITY OF ZADAR AT PETAR ZORANIĆ SQUARE
Ivo Fadić, Berislav Štefanac
In 2006 and 2007, during the construction of a new infrastructural network, archaeological investigations were conducted at Petar Zoranić Square in Zadar. The investigations were conducted by the Archaeological Museum in Zadar, headed by
Ivo Fadić, for the purpose of protecting the archaeological remains which had been confirmed in the area by archaeological
excavations carried out back in 1908 (probing by J. Berse).
The latest archaeological investigations offered a whole range of new, more complete findings and interpretations with
regard to previous notions, based on the results of archaeological excavations from the early 20th century. Namely, the complete fortification system of the entrance area located on the mainland’s (south) side of the peninsula of Zadar was defined.
Several major development stages were established, including the remains of Early Christian fortification walls with the stone
threshold of the city gates (arch) with an octagonal side tower, a propugnaculum from the 4th century AD, the remains of late
Roman fortification walls (5th to 6th centuries AD), and the medieval defensive walls and city gates from the 13th century
AD. Among other things, a revising excavation was carried out on the early medieval church of St Peter, located on the west
side of the Roman octagonal tower. Medieval inhumation burials and a number of new elements crucial to the dating of the
sacred building were recovered inside and around the church.
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